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Text: Philippians 1:18b-20 

Theme: Your greatest need is not what you first think.

Intro: In today’s passage we find Paul in prison. Yet, we also see Paul’s absolute confidence in 
God’s delivering (rescuing) power. He says, “I know that this will turn out for my deliverance.” 
This was the secret to Paul’s joy: knowing God’s goodness and his delivering power. He then 
talks about two ways God’s deliverance will come. First, “through your prayers.” The prayers of 
God’s people are powerful and move God to act. Second (and this is our focus today), 
deliverance would come “through…the provision/supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ.”

1) Your greatest need in life is a fresh supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ (Phil. 1:19).
• Your greatest need is not getting out of prison, becoming rich, finding a spouse or good 

workmates.
• What is this fresh supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ?

• It’s Jesus’ own Spirit that empowered him while here on earth. It’s the Father’s love 
that he has always been in communion with from eternity.

• Jesus’ Spirit is water for your thirsty soul. His Spirit is your breath, your oxygen, when 
you are suffocating from life. His Spirit is the wind that propels the ship of your life. 
He's the fire that consumes you with love for Jesus and his Father. Jesus’ Spirit is the 
oil that fuels your life.

• Jesus’ Spirit is the atmosphere of heaven. In heaven, the air is thick with God’s glory, 
his Spirit.

• When you pray for one another, God begins to pour out his Spirit––and this is our 
greatest need. The Spirit being poured out is heaven visiting earth.
• The Spirit of God puts everything into perspective. The Spirit of Jesus Christ poured on 

you, keeps Jesus from being a merely historic figure. The Spirit makes Jesus real in 
the here and now. Jesus becomes tangible.

• Again, this is your greatest need––that Jesus would not just be sitting in heaven, but real 
and alive in your spirit.

• Like the priests of old needed to continually top up the oil of the lampstand, so you 
need your Great High Priest, Jesus Christ, to supply fresh oil to keep your love burning 
for him.

• We think our greatest need is to be delivered FROM our situation. For example, “God get 
me out of jail.”
• But, your greatest need is to be delivered IN your situation.

• You are delivered IN your situation when you receive a fresh supply of Jesus 
Christ’s Spirit.
• When you receive a fresh supply of God’s Spirit you can say with Paul, “that Christ 

will even now, as always, be exalted in my body, whether by life or death.”

2) Let your sole motivation in life be Christ’s exaltation (Luke 4:1-13).
• God’s Spirit causes your motivation to change. 

• It’s not about your comfort, it’s about Christ being exalted.
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• People have all sorts of motivations for praying, coming to church and doing good things. 
• But, God wants to purify your motivations, so that you have one motive—his motive

—the glorification of Christ.
• This is why the Lord put Joseph, Israel and David in the wilderness: to purify and test 

the motive––the source of why you do what you do.
• The Spirit even sent Jesus into the wilderness. Let’s look at Jesus in the wilderness (Luke 

3:21-22, 4:1-13).
• First, we see that Jesus went into the wilderness “full of the Spirit.” 

• He himself needed a fresh supply of the Holy Spirit in the wilderness. 
• The Holy Spirit is your water, breath, wind, oil and fire.

• The Holy Spirit’s one aim is to glorify Jesus (John 16:14).
• Spurgeon preached: “It is the CHIEF office of the Holy Spirit to glorify 

Christ” (Sermon #2382, 26 July 1888).
• The word ‘exalt’ in Greek is megalúno - to magnify, enlarge, to make great, 

celebrate, praise, extol. In slang, we would say, “Make Jesus MEGA!”
• In the wilderness, Jesus is tested in three areas. These three areas are the chief 

motivations of sinful man: 1) Lust of the flesh, 2) Lust of the Eyes, and 3) The Pride of 
Life (1 John 2:15-17).
• You first need to be delivered from your sin, before your delivered from your situation. 

• God puts you in the fire to get out all the motives of lust and pride.
• It’s the Word, Worship and Wisdom that displaces lust and pride.
• Compare Jesus’ wilderness experience to Exodus 15:22-17:7. Especially notice how Israel 

GRUMBLES in the wilderness. 
• Also compare with God’s purpose for the wilderness in Deuteronomy 8:2-5

• Jesus was “full of the Spirit,” “led by the Spirit” and then “returned to Galilee in the 
power of the Spirit.”

• Is your life about your ministry or Jesus’ ministry?
• For Paul he is saying, “It doesn’t matter if I have to die, I want Christ exalted in my 

body.” 

3) Be consumed with God’s Spirit rather than a Christian consumer (Phil 1:20).
• There's two kinds of Christians: the consumer and the consumed. The consumer seeks 

what others can do for them. They shop for churches and ministries like a bargain 
hunter looking for the latest deals. The consumed, however, are consumed with the Holy 
Spirit's fire. They're not desiring discounts. They want one thing: that Jesus would be 
exalted in them whether by life or death. Paul put it like this: “My earnest expectation...that 
with all boldness, Christ will even now, as always, be exalted in my body, whether by life or 
by death” (Philippians 1:20 NASB).  

• The consumed Christian is consumed with one thing: that Christ be exalted. 
• When you are consumed you are like the burning bush that Moses encountered. You are 

burning with the Holy Spirit’s fire and the Word of God is flowing from you.
• As a pre-Christian you don’t have that desire for Christ to be exalted. Your whole thoughts 

are toward what God can do for you. Can Christ heal me? Can he help me? Can he refresh 
my life?

• This is how the crowds thought when they came to Jesus. And Jesus did not condemn the 
crowds, but ministered to them. He touched and healed them. He gave them a taste of the 
Father. He spoke their language. But, most came as consumers––what can I get out of 
Jesus?
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• Many come to church with that mindset. They come to get something. And, of course, you 
and I need Jesus, we need to consume him, but there is much more. Jesus wants to take 
you on a journey so that you have the same heart as Paul has in this passage.

• Jesus’ principle: First, “Follow ME.” In other words, soak in my words and my Spirit. 
Immerse yourself in my life. And then, out of the overflow of that, “I will make you fishers 
of men.”
• The problem is we get the order wrong and we end up burning out rather than 

continually being consumed with God’s fire.
• Let the Holy Spirit consume you!

Conclusion: Your greatest need is not something outward, but instead it’s a fresh supply of 
God’s Holy Spirit. When God’s Holy Spirit is at work within, he makes your chief motivation to 
exalt Christ with your life. He changes you so that you are no longer a consumer Christian, but 
rather a consumed Christian––consumed with God’s fire and with one desire––to glorify Jesus.
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END NOTES

‘Provision/Supply’ Word Study

35.31 χορηγέω; ἐπιχορηγέωa; ἐπιχορηγία, ας f: to make available whatever is 
necessary to help or supply the needs of someone—‘to provide for, to support, to supply 
the needs of, provision, support.’
χορηγέω and ἐπιχορηγέωa: ὁ δὲ ἐπιχορηγῶν σπόρον τῷ σπείροντι καὶ ἄρτον εἰς 
βρῶσιν χορηγήσει … ‘and (God), who supplies seed for the sower and bread to eat, 
will also supply …’ 2 Cor 9:10.
ἐπιχορηγία: οἶδα γὰρ ὅτι τοῦτό μοι ἀποβήσεται εἰς σωτηρίαν διὰ τῆς ὑμῶν 
δεήσεως καὶ ἐπιχορηγίας τοῦ πνεύματος Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ ‘for I know that because of 
your prayers and what the Spirit of Jesus Christ will provide for, I shall be set free’ Php 
1:19.

 Louw, J. P., & Nida, E. A. (1996). Greek-English lexicon of the New Testament: based on 
semantic domains (electronic ed. of the 2nd edition., Vol. 1, pp. 460–461). New York: United 
Bible Societies. 

Misc Personal Note

Think about when Jesus called his first disciples. He is calling fishermen and to communicate 
his love and power to them, he gives them a miraculous catch of fish. This catch is so huge that 
their nets begin to break. What is Jesus doing? He is speaking their language. He is giving them 
something. It’s worth lots of money and it’s their definition of success––lots of fish. 

But this was all for a purpose: that they would leave their world to enter into his world. His world 
is that the Father would be exalted whether by life or death. The whole life is consumed with 
knowing God and making him known. Jesus spoke their language so that they would learn his 
language.

Now, what is Paul communicating in this passage. He’s in a rough place. He’s imprisoned. 
People are causing him great distress. But, he says, “I know that this will turn out for my 
deliverance.” Because of this he could rejoice in his darkness.

Paul had absolute confidence that this would turn out for his deliverance. 

Then, he explains how his deliverance would happen.

Here we learn how God brings about his deliverance: 1) ‘through your prayers’ [strong entreaty, 
beg, plead], and 2) ‘the provision of the Spirit of Jesus Christ’.
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