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Text: Ephesians 2:19-22, 3:14-21; 1 Peter 2:4-5


Theme: Jesus chisels his living stones so that they fit together, housing God’s glorious presence.


Intro: God’s dream is that he would have a house on earth, not just in heaven. This dream is 
already being unfolded in our time. Jesus is building his house of prayer and you are called to be 
a part of it. Your purpose is to be a dwelling place for God’s glorious presence. You cannot house 
the fullness of God alone––you can only do it together with all of God’s holy people. You are living 
stones; Jesus is the Master Builder. He is chiseling and forming you so that you can fit together 
with the rest of his living stones. The whole key to the world being saved is the building of this 
house. This message has two parts: First, the chisel, and then the stones.


The Chisel - Part I 

1) Jesus will form you so that you can fit together with his living stones (Eph. 2:21; 1 Pet. 
2:4-5). 
• Jesus said, “I will build my church and the gates of hell will not prevail against it” (Matt. 

16:18).

• The key to us prevailing against the spiritual darkness is yielding to Jesus as he builds 

his church, his temple.

•  It’s what he builds that will last. It’s not our work, but his work that lasts.

• I find churches today are trying to build with bricks, like the tower of Babel was built, 

rather than stones. Stones are more costly, and they aren’t uniform––they are diverse (1 
Kings 5:17-18).

• We need enough courage to let Jesus build with stones, rather than our own towers of 

brick.

• Paul in Ephesians says we are “being fitted together” (Eph. 2:21; Eph. 4:16).

•  Being fitted together happens as we let Jesus work in us.

• First, let him work internally, and then let that work extend externally.


•  He has a chisel in his hands, and he shapes us so that we can be fitted together.


2) Are you willing to yield to his chisel? (Jer. 23:29; 1 Kings 6:7) 
• Jesus does a cutting and shaping work in our lives. Cutting the rough places and 

smoothing us out so that we can support one another rather than devour one another. 

• Anna & I’s testimony of coming together from opposite sides of the world to get married. 

• We each knew Jesus’ chisel individually. Then, when God joined us together, we fit 

together already. 

• Jesus is already personally preparing the people you are meant to be side by side with.


• We can never get to the place of authentic fellowship if we are afraid of God’s chisel. 

• “Is not my word like a hammer that breaks a rock into pieces?” (Jer. 23:29). 

• The hammer, ax, chisel or forge––God’s Word is like them all and does a work in you 

who believe.

• Look at the example of Solomon’s temple and how it was built: 1 Kings 5:17-18; *6:7.

• All the chiseling, hammering and breaking happened in the quarry, away from the house. 

Then it was quietly fitted together. 

• Here we see the importance of secret prayer. We also see the importance of God’s internal 

work, which is not seen. It’s in the secret place that God shapes you. 


3) Do you have a secret place of prayer in your life? A place where God can chisel you? Are 
you willing to let him do an internal work and not just an outward one? (Matt. 6:6) 

• This time of solitude does not just benefit you, but all of God’s people. 
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• You actually rob the house of God if you don’t have this time. 

• The secret place is a time of solitude so that your Saviour and Sanctifier can shape you 

into his living stone. Then you can be fitted together to be God’s sanctuary.

• This is the source of your strength so that you are not just a stone, but a living stone––a 

stone full of life. 

• The quarry speaks about the internal and secret work God does in your heart and soul. 

• When you let Jesus do that internal work, then you can be a blessing externally.


• First, the inside. Then, the outside. 


The Stones - Part II 

4) What do living stones that host God’s presence look like? [STONES Acronym] 
• 1 - S - Serve One Another 

• Living stones live to serve one another.  
• They impart the life of God that is within them to those around them. 

• They see that others are more important than themselves (Rom. 12:10). 
• “For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an 

opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another” (Gal. 5:13). 
• “As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good 

stewards of the manifold grace of God” (1 Pet. 4:10). 
• Be careful not to serve one another in your own strength. Listen to the next verse, 1 

Peter 4:11: “…whoever serves is to do so as one who is serving by the strength which 
God supplies; so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ…” 

• 2 - T - Talk to One Another 
• “Then those who feared the Lord spoke to one another, and the Lord gave attention and 

heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before Him for those who fear the Lord 
and esteem His name” (Mal. 3:16). 

• Communication is key if we are to stay connected as living stone. 
• Our communication has to be deeper than Social Media (Facebook, Instagram and 

Snapchat). These could be beginnings, but they are not endings. 
• Please don’t keep all your problems bottled up inside. Also, don’t keep back what God 

has been speaking to you and teaching you. 
• 3 - O - Orient One Another 

• Living stones help orient one another, keeping them set in a good position. 
• “Take care, brethren, that there not be in any one of you an evil, unbelieving heart that 

falls away from the living God” (Heb. 3:12). 
• It’s easy for any of us to drift away or fall out because we live in a sinful world.

• This world tries to make us like dead stones that we throw at one another, rather than 
living stones that support one another. 

• Orient one another by humbly sharing God’s Word with each other. 
• This will keep us aligned with Jesus Christ, our cornerstone. 

• 4 - N - Nurture One Another 
• Nurture one another’s giftings and call. Don’t pull each other down, but build one 

another up. 
• “Therefore encourage one another and build up one another, just as you also are 

doing”  (1 Thes. 5:11). 
• Realise your leaders need nurturing and caring too. Look at the next two verses (1 

Thes. 5:12-13). Your leaders are a part of these “one another’s” 
• 5 - E - Encourage One Another 

• “But encourage one another day after day, as long as it is still called ‘Today,’ so that 
none of you will be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin” (Heb. 4:13). 

• 6 - S - Sharpen One Another (Hebrews 10:24-25). 
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• “And let us consider how to stimulate [Greek may be translated, sharpen] to love 
and good deeds…” (Heb. 10:24) 
• This sharpen may mean we have to correct one another or even clash.  
• Sometimes we have to be jolted in order to love and do good works. 

• “As iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another” (Prov. 27:17). 
• The world will never be changes by our loose change and our free time. It’s 

changes by lives and finances laid down for Jesus.  

Conclusion: Jesus is the Master Builder and he is shaping us so that we can be living 
stones in his house. And it’s Jesus’ house that is his instrument to reach and revolutionize 
the world. 

© Copyrighted by Glen Gerhauser, 2018


