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Text: Ephesians 3:1-13


Theme: Honour God’s house and guard it with your life.


Intro: Last week we talked about what it looks like to be a living stone. It means Jesus chisels 
you, shaping you to fit in his house. Today, we press on into a new portion of Ephesians: 
Ephesians 3:1-13. This passage is very personal––it’s Paul describing his ministry. He often uses 
the word ‘I’ and ‘me’. But when he talks about himself, he is not being selfish. Why? Because he 
describes himself as a steward and a servant of God’s people, specifically the nations outside of 
Israel. He tells us that the nations, not just Israel, are included in God’s eternal plan. He even tells 
us that the church has a purpose beyond the visible realm. We are called to make known the 
manifold wisdom of God to the spiritual rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms. Today, I 
want to look at Paul’s heart and ministry and apply it to ourselves. How can we be more like Paul?


1) See yourself as a steward and servant, rather than the owner and master (Eph. 3:1-2). 
• Paul saw himself as a steward and servant. 

• He knew that grace did not just mean receiving, but giving.  
• He saw salvation as not just a great privilege, but a divine responsibility.


• What is a steward? 

• Jesus often uses the analogy of the steward to communicate the message of the kingdom.

• The Greek Word is οἰκονομία (oikonomia). 

• It means in Ephesians 3:2 to be a manager of a household. 

• The position, work, responsibility or arrangement of an administration, as of a house or 

of property, either one’s own or another’s.

• oikos means house; νέμω (nemo) - to give, to distribute, apportion, allot, assign


• A steward is someone who has been entrusted with someone else’s property and 
possessions. He or she has to make sure everything is looked after really well, and even 
increases in his or her care.

• Think of Joseph and Daniel. Think of Eliezer, Abraham’s servant. Even think of Mary 

carrying God’s Son. These are all examples of excellent stewards. 

• They are not the owners, but they have responsibility for what is not theirs.

• They treat that which is not theirs as if it is theirs, without stealing it. 

• They have one goal to please their master.


• We don’t own God’s house––its his house––but we are stewards. 

• Jesus will ask us, “How well did you manage my house?”


• There’s a great example of stewardship in Luke 12:42-48.

• Here we see what stewardship looks like. 

• A good steward manages their life well. Like Paul, they steward the grace God has given 

them.

• They manage their time, money, energy, body and possessions well.

• You are not your own, you have been bought with a price (1 Cor. 6:20).


• Being a steward means God will not do everything for you. 

• He will give you grace, but you need to act on that grace. He will give you possessions, but 

you need to multiply them.


2) You are blessed to be a blessing (Gen. 12:1-3; Eph. 1:3). 
• It’s possible to get so caught up in how much God has blessed you that you forget that he 

has blessed you for a purpose (Luke 12:48). 

• Whatever God has given you is meant to flow through you. 


• Remember what God promised Abraham. “I will bless you and make your name great; and so 
you shall be a blessing…and in you all the families of the earth will be blessed” (Gen. 12:1-3).




• Let’s also remember how Ephesians starts off: “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ” 
(Eph. 1:3).


• You may have heard that there is a reason why the Dead Sea is dead. It takes in the Jordan 
River’s water flow, but it doesn’t have any outlet. 

• In other words, it takes in the blessing, but does not give it out.


3) Honour God’s house and make sure nothing breaks into it (Luke 12:39-40).

• Usually Luke 12:39-40 is interpreted as Jesus being the thief in the night. But today, I’d like 

to see it differently.

• We are meant to be guardians and stewards of God’s house. 

• We are to honour God’s house by guarding it. 


• Why did Jesus clear the temple? 
• Matthew 21:12-17; Mark 11:15-18 

• If we are not careful, God’s house will become a “den of robbers.”

• People are taking, but not giving. People have lost the purpose of the house in for 

prayer, for the Father to be at home.

• Jesus had a burning sense of stewardship of God’s house because he was the Father’s 

Son.

• Listen to John 2:13-17 - Jesus clearing the temple in John


• Do we share Jesus’ burning zeal for God’s house? 
• Where did Jesus get that burning zeal from? 
• Relationship with the Father ––> Solidified his Identity as his Son ––> Giving him a Heart to 

Honour God’s House

• In other words, if you don’t have your identity firmly rooted in the love of the Father and 

being his child, you won’t honour his house. And if you don’t honour God’s house, it will turn 
into a den of robbers.

• People will rob God of their time, service, tithes and offerings and spiritual gifts.


4) Put God’s house above your house (Hag. 1:1-11). 
• Listen to Haggai’s cry: Haggai 1:1-11.

• Why are they never satisfied? Why do they never have enough? 
• The issue has to do with God’s house. 
• God’s house must come first before our houses and even our ministries.

• God’s house is the instrument he has chosen to reach the world.


Conclusion: Stewardship means you see what God has given you––even your time on earth––in a 
whole different light. Your Father’s deep longings become your own. You want to do everything 
you can to properly manage what God has given to you. 


