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Text: Philippians 2:1-11

Theme: Give God your best, not your loose change.

Intro: I don’t think the subject of honour should be glossed over quickly––honour is at the heart of 
true and authentic faith. Paul’s great call in this passage is for us to honour one another. In other 
words, we are to put more weight on others than ourselves. And Paul’s quintessential model of 
honour is Jesus Christ. We see through Jesus Christ’s incarnation, life, suffering and death how 
Jesus honours the Father, even though it meant the most humiliating and costly sacrifice. If we are 
ever going to honour one another in the church, we first must look at Jesus to discover what the 
heart of honour is. 

1) Real honour is more than words, it comes from the heart (Matthew 15:1-10, 15-20).
• This week I went to a wonderful event: The Lord Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast. Pastors 

gathered from all over the city to pray for Brisbane.
• I have a deep respect for the Lord Mayor, Graham Quirk, because he’s a humble man. 

Even after it was all over, he spent time talking with the people. In the past, I saw Lord 
Mayors come in with pomp and circumstance, with fanfare, as if they were untouchable; 
there was more ceremony involved in their entrance than a priest leading a procession of 
the cross. But Graham Quirk was very different––kind, humble and gracious. Our city is 
blessed.

• Yet, at these kinds of events often people will say, “We honour so and so and thus and thus 
organisation.” It’s an honour that comes from the mouth, but the heart may not even be in 
it.

• We may tend to think that honour is lip-service. As long as we honour God and others 
with our words we are fulfilling God’s command to honour. Nothing can be further from the 
truth.

• Jesus quoted from Isaiah when dealing with the religion of his day: “This people honours me 
with their lips, but their heart is far away from me. But in vain do they worship me, teaching 
as doctrines the precepts of men” (Matt. 15:8-9).
• Jesus’ emphasis is the heart. Your mouth may be saying one thing and your heart the 

other. 
• The Lord wants honour to come from your heart.
• What is the context of this story? The Pharisees had a tradition of giving money to God, 

but financially neglecting their parents.
• Jesus is not looking for the honour of tradition or the honour and etiquette of table 

manners. He wants your heart to be filled with honour.
• What if you feel that you can’t honour someone because of how evil they are? Then, 

honour the fact that they are God’s creation and God cares about them even though 
they are far from God. Honour them by praying for them and letting your kindness lead 
them to repentance.

• Only God can change your heart and make it clean (Ps 51:10). He also wants to bring your 
heart close to his, so that you share his heart. 

2) Honour means giving the Father your best, not your leftovers (Malachi 1:6-14). 
• “A son honours his father, and a servant his master. Then if I am a father, where is my honour? 

And if I am a master, where is my respect? says the Lord of hosts to you, O priests who 
despise my name.” (Malachi 1:6).

• What’s the situation here? 
• The time is that of the second temple, the temple that Zerubbabel built. 
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• After the temple was built there was great celebration and sacrifices.
• The people took the ministry very seriously because they paid a great cost spiritually, 

emotionally and physically to build the temple. 
• They brought God their best and repented of their sin (Ezra 6:16-18, etc.).

• I find that people take things very seriously when they start out.
• They give great offerings, come early, work hard and go the extra mile.
• But soon they tire. They give less, come late, work half-hearted and only go a quarter of a 

mile. Malachi 1:13 records that the people said, “My, how tiresome it is!”
• When you start to tire, then your offerings are less, your attendance lacks, you come late 

and you don’t stretch yourself to serve the Lord.
• This is the situation we see in Malachi. The priests who at first took their ministry seriously, 

started to give God their ‘loose change.’
• And the issue is, they don’t even realise that they are not honouring God’s name. They are 

making God look bad and don’t even know it. 
• I think this sums up much of God’s people today.
• We have a loose change religion––a faith that is not costly. 
• The book of Malachi is essential reading for today because it deals with the heart.

• Read Malachi 1:7-11
• They are presenting defiled sacrifices on the altar. Blind, lame and sick animals.

• Why? Well, these blind, lame and sick animals were cheap. They were keeping the best 
for themselves and giving the stuff no one wanted to God.
• We can’t see God, so we will give him things that are not so costly, the leftovers. We will 

give him a ‘bodgy’ sacrifice, mere ‘bull dust’ and ‘not worth a zack.’
• The blind, lame and sick animals were going to die soon, so why not sacrifice them to 

God.
• Much of our giving today is like that. 

• We drop off our used goods to Lifeline. We give God some pocket change.
• Pastors don’t give their best in preaching and so the people go hungry. 
• Remember, you are a priest and you represent God to this world. 

• All of this reflects a heart that does not honour God.
• You and I must make God’s name great in Australia by doing and giving the best. We can’t 

expect God to open up the windows of revival when we are trying to be cheap with God.
• Give your heart––that’s the best you can give. Your heart is the inner core of who you are––

your motivations, deepest thoughts, emotions and will.
• Give everything and ask the Lord to direct the management of your life and possessions.

3) Let your mindset––your heart attitude––be the same as Jesus Christ (Phil. 2:5).
• Why were these sacrifices in Malachi so important? 

• Ultimately they were pictures of Christ to come. He was God’s best––an unblemished, 
undefiled and perfect sacrifice. 

• When the priests were offering cheap sacrifices, they were painting a distorted picture of 
the Father and the sacrifice of his Son. 

• Everything they were doing in the temple was speaking of what was to come.
• Everything we do today needs to reflect the ultimate sacrifice of Jesus.

• “In your relationship with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus…” (Phil. 2:5, 
NIV).

• Jesus died to honour the Father––his sacrifice was not cheap, it wasn’t ‘loose change.’
• Jesus died to honour you, to take away your sin––specifically, your sin of being cheap with 

God.
• The Lord doesn’t want you to be just outwardly honouring, he wants you to have the same 

mindset and heart attitude as Jesus. 
• This happens as you live by Christ’s Spirit, as you allow his Spirit to be Lord in you.

Conclusion: Honour comes from the heart. Give God your best, not your leftovers. Let Christ’s 
heart be in you. 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ENDNOTES

Matthew 15:4–6. Judaism universally demanded honor of father and mother and included 
financial support of aged parents as part of this honor. Some, like Josephus and many 
rabbis, regarded this demand as the most important commandment in the Law. The 
Pharisees therefore could not have disagreed with Jesus’ example; they did not 
recommend that people fail to support their parents, but their allowance of special vows 
dedicating things only to “sacred” use created this loophole for those who could have 
wished to use it (cf. Prov 28:24). Some legal loopholes (such as the prozbul, an early rule 
circumventing the law’s cancellation of debts in the seventh year) were intended to uphold 
the spirit of the law; this one unwittingly undercut even that.
15:7–9. In his day Isaiah attacked those who valued tradition rather than God’s message 
through the Law and the Prophets; the same message was still applicable for Jesus’ day.
15:10–11. In a later story Johanan ben Zakkai, a Jewish teacher from the generation after 
Jesus, admitted privately to his disciples that outward impurity did not really defile; one 
should simply keep God’s commandments about purity. But this sort of teaching, even if it 
had been widespread, was not emphasized publicly, lest people fail to keep the ceremonial 
laws (as happened among some well-to-do Jews in Egypt). (IVP Background 
Commentary)
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