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Text: Ephesians 3:1-13; 1 Peter 4:10


Theme: Honour the Lord by using your gifts in the right way and with a pure heart.


Intro: Over the last few weeks, we’ve been learning why and how to honour God’s house. First, 
we saw the importance of honouring God’s house. Then, we talked about honouring God’s house 
by faithfully gathering together. Last week, we saw that we honour God’s house through 
continually offering our first fruits, tithes and offerings. Today, we will focus on using your gifts. 
You honour God and his house by using your gifts. We will learn how to use our gifts and what it 
looks like to use our gifts.


1) You have received a gift (1 Peter 4:10) 
• Listen to Peter: “As each one has received a special gift (χάρισμα, charisma) employ 

(minister, διακονέω) it in serving one another as good stewards (οἰκονόμος, oikonomos) of 
the manifold grace (χάρις, charis) of God.”

• You can learn some important things from this small verse. 

• Using your gift is being a good steward.

• No one has a monopoly on the gifts. 

• No minister or person has everything you need. We are all parts of a greater body.


• Only when you use your gifts is the manifold grace of God manifested.

• Often we expect God to move, when really he expects us to move.

• We need to stir up our gifts and use them if we are going to see the Holy Spirit move.

• 2 Timothy 1:6-7 
• But please look at the context of these verses in 1 Timothy 1:3-5.

• Timothy was called to stir up the gift of God inside him because he was living a 

sincere life of faith.

• After 1 Peter 4:10, Peter then goes on to divide the gifts into two major categories in 1 

Peter 4:11: 1) Speaking, and 2) Serving (1 Peter 4:11).

• So, what is a gift? 

2) Simply put, a gift is something given by God’s grace (Eph. 1:18). 
• There are two main Greek words for gift. One is χάρισμα (charisma, singular) [or χαρίσματα 

(charismata, plural)] and the other word for gift is δῶρον (doron). 

• χάρις means grace. 

• Specifically, it means God’s unearned favour, kindness and power that brings great joy 

and pleasure.

• Often we forget the joy and pleasure part of grace. But the word grace itself comes 

from ‘rejoice’.

• Charisma is a gift of grace––the results of grace given to you.

• Biblically a gift is something that comes from grace. Gifts are an expression of grace.


• So, a gift is the grace of God given to you, a grace that represents a unique facet of the 
jewel of Christ. 


• It is a unique facet of the riches of Christ that you are called to give others.

• Paul was given grace to “preach the unfathomable (limitless) riches of Christ” (Eph. 

3:8).

• Earlier in Ephesians, Paul prays that our eyes would be open so that we would know 

“what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints” (Eph. 1:18). 

• Here we see that every believer in Christ is given a portion of Christ’s riches. 

• Each one has received a unique facet of Christ glory. 

• Using your gift, along with giving others the fruit of the Spirit, means letting Christ’s 

glory shine out of you.
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• Or we can say, a portion of the riches of Christ.

• To use your gifts means to share the riches of Christ with others, especially his 

people.

• It’s like a pearl that you pass on to others.


• The riches of Christ are hidden in God’s people.

• You are meant to give those riches to others, not hide them.

• The Parable of the Minas (Luke 19:11-27; cf. The Parable of the Talents 25:14-30).

• A mina (μνᾶ) is 3 months wages.

•  If an average yearly salary is $50,000, then ten mina is $125,000 and a mina is 

$12,500. Let’s say he gave them $12,500 each. Or, we can round it down to $10,000.

• Note: a talent (in the Parable of the Talents) is worth 15 years wages (equivalent to 

about $750,000)

• A talent is not a unique ability, rather it’s money.

• But, a talent of money represents the gift of grace given to you.


• Let’s always keep in mind that the multiplication is for the King.


3) Your gifts are unique. They are not meant to be the same as another (Romans 12:3-8). 
• “For just as we have many members in one body and all the members do not have the same 

function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of 
another. Since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, each one of us is 
to exercise them accordingly: if prophecy, according to the proportion of his faith…” (Rom. 
12:4-6)

• If you have been given a gift of worship leading––it’s not meant to look like someone else.

• If you are given a gift of preaching––it’s meant to look different than other preachers.

• No pastor should look the same. Remember, we are living stones, not living bricks.


• Often we compare ourselves to others to make sure we are doing it right, but we should only 
look to Christ and others should encourage us.

• More important than the ‘stage’ gifts are the secret gifts.

• Remember, most of our bodies are hidden behind clothes, only a small portion is seen.

• In the same way, most of the gifts are hidden––they are there to support and 

strengthen.

• How do you discover your gifts? 
• You discover your gifts by discovering Christ and letting the Holy Spirit flow through you.

• You will feel a divine empowerment and desire for your gifts. 


• It’s critical to know that your gifts are really HIS gifts that he is entrusting to you. That’s 
where stewardship comes to play.


• Don’t complain about others not operating in your gift.

• For example, if you’re upset that the poor are not looked after––it may be an expression of 

the gift of mercy. 

• Usually, you are bothered and frustrated by certain things that are related to your gift.

• However, being angry, frustrated and complaining is an immature response. 

• A mature response is using your gift to make a difference.


4) Use your gift according to the maturity of your faith (Romans 12:6). 
• Here is one of the main things that is often forgotten related to the gifts.

• Often the gift is running faster than someone’s character.


• You should always use your gifts in right relationship with your character.

• Relate your revelatory gifts in a humble way. For example, “I am still learning to hear 

God, but this is what I saw…” Or, “I’ve got my ‘L-plates’ on” as we’d say in Australia.

• “Since we have gifts (charismata) that differ according to the grace given to us, each of us is 

to exercise them accordingly; if prophecy, according to the proportion [analogia, ‘in right 
relation to’, ie. maturity] of his faith…” (Romans 12:6).


• The problem we often run into is in the ‘stage gifts.’ It’s the hidden gifts that we need the 
most––‘the secret gifts’ and the ‘support gifts’.


• But also, it’s possible to use our gifts more than a stamina can uphold. 
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Conclusion: Let’s remember what we’ve talked about. Everyone of you have received a gift and 
it’s something given freely by God’s grace. It’s going to be different from others because Christ is 
limitless––he’s making living stones not uniform bricks. You are called to use your gifts in 
proportion to your maturity and strength. 
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