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a Word for 2019 & Beyond Part I


24 - Ephesians: Rise Up & Walk

Church on the Park | Sunday, 3 FEB 2019


Text: “From them will proceed thanksgiving and the voice of those who celebrate [laugh]; and I 
will multiply them and they will not be diminished; I will also honor them and they will not be 
insignificant” (Jer. 30:19). 


Theme: God’s people are distinguished by continual celebration and thanksgiving.


Intro: Today, I want to share the word God gave me for 2019 and beyond. I will first start with 
what he gave me just before the New Year. And then, I will share what I received while away on a 
prayer retreat. I went to the prayer retreat to pray about some specific things and plan the year. 
However, the Lord spoke to me to lay down my agenda and listen. So I spent most of the time 
listening to God and writing what he was saying. The words that God gave me for 2019 and 
beyond can be summed up in an CSI. You may remember the old detective show. We will focus 
on the first letter today, and the other two letters in the weeks to come.


1) Celebrate (Jer. 30:19) 
• When I first asked God for a word for 2019, he said, “celebrate.” I heard this several times.

• It’s not about celebrating how the world celebrates. It’s not celebrating with champagne 

and fireworks. 

• Instead, it’s celebrating Christ everyday. It’s celebrating God’s love and who he is. It’s 

celebrating what the Lord does each day.

• Celebrating God means having the same heart David had in the Psalms––to celebrate the 

King of Kings through the diverse and even difficult terrains of life.

• Look at Psalm 92


• Celebrate even when the circumstances are contrary to celebrating. 

• This is what makes you an overcomer.


• The Lord highlighted Jeremiah 30:19 regarding this word.

• This section of Jeremiah all has to do with the restoration of Israel who is captive in 

Babylon (Israel in Babylonian captivity). 

• God is promising to restore Israel back the their homeland, but also he is promising a 

much greater restoration through the Messiah and the New Covenant.

• Jeremiah 29:11-14 & 31:31-34 are significant verses in this section of Jeremiah.

• Jeremiah has been a big focus of what God has been speaking to me and for our 

church in January.


2) Dead religion is the outward form without the inward joy (Jer. 30:19).  
• Now, let’s listen to Jeremiah 30:19 (cf. Jer. 31:4; Ps. 126:1; Isa. 51:11; Zeph. 3:14)

• God describes what will happen when he restores his people

• Let me make it clear, we are living in this time now, and all of this is fulfilled and being 

fulfilled for those who are in Christ. This is not merely for the future; it’s for now.

• First, God’s people will overflow with thanksgiving and celebration.

• Second, God will multiply his people, they will not diminish.

• Third, God will honor his people, they will not be insignificant.


• The Hebrew word for celebrate here is ׂשָחַק and it conveys the idea of laughter and joy. The 
name Isaac (Yitzchaq, laughter, יִצְחָק) also comes from the same root word. 


• After God gave me Jeremiah 30:19, I wrote it out in Hebrew, studying the words and 
grammar, as well as making my own translation.

• One of the things that stood out to me was that Jeremiah 30:19 was written in the 

completed tense/aspect.

• In Hebrew there are two tenses/aspects: 1) perfect/completed, and 2) imperfect/

incomplete. 
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• Perfect means it’s done or completed, but imperfect means it’s incomplete, and it’s 
either ongoing or will happen in the future.


• The interesting thing here is that it is translated as “thanksgiving will proceed out,” but in 
the Hebrew grammar it’s actually thanksgiving, celebration, multiplication and honor has 
already happened. And yet, it’s speaking of a future promise.


• This device in Hebrew grammar is called the prophetic perfect.

• It uses the past tense for a future event. It means the event is as good as done.

• Gesenius writes, “the prophet so transports himself in imagination into the future that 

he describes the future event as if it had been already seen or heard by him.” 

• If I translate it in light of the prophetic perfect I would say, “And they proceeded out with 

thanksgiving, with a voice of laughter and celebration. I multiplied them and they will 
not fear. I honoured them and they will not be insignificant.”


• What does this teach us? 
• We need to live our lives from God’s perspective. 

• He sees the end––the victory––from the beginning. 

• We need to see and hear the Word of God completed just like the prophets did. Live 

with the confidence that “It is finished,” even though it’s still being worked out.

• We celebrate because through faith we have overcome. 

• We don’t have to fear the uncertainty of the future because we know Christ has won 

and we are in him.


3) Practice continual CT Scans (Jer. 30:19). 
• I want to teach you something practical that you can use everyday. I call it the CT Scan.

• How many of you have had CT Scans? 
• As you know, a CT Scan in the medical world helps you to see things that you cannot 

normally see. It helps you see below the surface.

• The last one I had was when I had a kidney stone. 

• I’ll tell you that was lots of fun :-), it began about 2am. But I had my brother Patrick come 

visit me at about 5:30am to pray for me. I quickly passed the stone and was out of the 
hospital by about midday. 


• In my CT Scan illustration, the ‘C’ stands for celebrate and the ’T’ stands for 
thanksgiving.

• Scan your life and see what God has done, what he is doing and what he will do.

• Scan your life to see how you can celebrate Christ and thank him.

• This CT Scan will prevent you from getting spiritually, mentally and emotionally 

unhealthy. But, it will also help heal you if you are getting weighed down with life.

• As believers we go through bitter times, but we need to overcome through celebration 

and thanksgiving. 

• “And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit, speaking 

to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody with 
your heart to the Lord; always giving thanks for [over] all things in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ to God…” (Eph. 5:18-20). 


Conclusion: It’s critical to live in celebration and thanksgiving because we are bearers of the 
good news. But also because life is difficult. And lastly, because being a Christian is costly and 
involves suffering and pain as we walk out God’s will.
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END NOTES


Celebrate Word Study (Jeremiah 30:19) 

1905 .laugh (Qal); play, mock (Piel) (ṣāḥaq) צָחַק

Derivatives

1905aצְחֹק (ṣĕḥōq) laughter, laughing stock.
1905bיִצְחָק (yiṣḥāq) Isaac.
1905cׂשָחַק (śāḥaq). Alternate form of ṣāḥaq.
1905dׂשְחֹק (śĕḥōq). Alternate form of ṣĕḥoq.
1905eיִׂשְחָק (yiśḥāq). Alternate form of yiṣḥāq.
1905f .object of derision (Hab 1:10) (miśḥāq) מִׂשְחָק

The simple stem of ṣāḥaq conveys the idea of laughter, whether in joy or incredulity. 
The stronger Piel stem connotes positively, play and sport, or negatively, mockery and 
derison. Ṣāḥaq reproduces Ugaritic ṣḥq “to laugh.” Of its thirteen biblical occurrences, one 
is in Jud and the rest are in the Pentateuch (eleven in Genesis). In documents of later 
periods, the verb used for “laughter” is śāḥaq.

The thirty-six occurrences of śāḥaq parallel its earlier equivalent, with the additional 
ideas, in the Qal, of laughing in achievement, smiling, and deriding, (especially with ʿal 
“over,” or lĕ“at”). In the Piel it is used for playing musical instruments or rejoicing. In the 
Hiphil to laugh to scorn is an alternate to ṣĕḥōq (cf. miśḥaq Hab 1:10, a “laughing matter”), 
with added ideas of sport or games.

ṣaḥāq first occurs in the Qal stem, describing the reactions of the patriarch Abraham 
(Gen 17:17) and his wife Sarah (18:12–13) as they laughed incredulously at God’s 
promising them a son. But the promise was fulfilled, and Sarah exclaimed, “God has made 
laughter (ṣĕḥōq) for me, so that all who hear will laugh with me” (yiṣḥaq-lî, 21:6; KB, p. 
800); cf. the child’s name, yiṣḥāq “Isaac.”

In Solomon’s wisdom literature the verb śāḥaq designates the opposite of weeping 
(Eccl 3:4).

Job smiles (in AB, Job, p. 187) at his retainers (Job 29:24). The able and virtuous 
woman can live without concern and “smile [rejoice, KJV] at the future” (Prov 31:25, 
NASB).

The Qal of śāḥaq also has a negative usage. Young men laugh at Job (Job 30:1). 
While the righteous can laugh at destruction (5:22), so can the Chaldeans, at the 
fortifications of their helpless foes (Hab 1:10) or at Jerusalem’s fall (Lam 1:7). 
Metaphorically, the ostrich laughs at horsemen for she can outrun them (Job 39:18); wild 
donkeys laugh at (scorn, KJV) cities (v. 7); the war horse mocks at fear (v. 22); and 
Leviathan, the crocodile, laughs at human weapons (41:29 [H 21]). God laughs, śāḥaq, at 
rebellious sinners (Ps 2:4; 37:13; 59:8 [H 9]), so does divine Wisdom (Prov 1:26); and so 
may the righteous (Ps 52:6 [H 8]). Similarly the Piel of ṣāḥāq represents the charge 
brought by Potiphar’s wife against Joseph, that he was “brought in to mock us” (Gen 
39:14, 17; see ICC, Genesis, p. 458, which interprets this euphemistically as does “to 
make love to us,” AB, Genesis, pp. 202–3). Sarah insists that Ishmael be driven away 
because he was “mocking” Isaac al (Gen 21:9). The rsv innoccuously renders this 
participle “playing.” Yet in the light of Gal 4:29, on Ishmael’s persecuting Isaac, KJV, ASV, 
NASB, NIV prefer mocking. Observe that the Hiphil of śāḥaq (II Chr 30:10) describes the 
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mockery by Israelites of the Northern Kingdom at Hezekiah’s invitation to share in the 
Passover at Jerusalem.

The Piel of ṣāḥaq does, however, progress toward more positive concepts. Samson 
was summoned by the cruel Philistines to “make sport,” i.e. entertainment, before them 
(Jud 16:25). At Sinai faithfless Israel rose up “to play” (Ex 32:6). Jeremiah disdained the 
company of “them that make merry” (Jer 15:17, ASV, as in I Kgs 4:20). When Lot warned 
his sons-in-law of the impending destruction of Sodom (Gen 19:14), he seemed to them 
not so much as “one that mocked,” (KJV), as one simply jesting (RSV; cf. Prov 26:19, 
NASB, “joking”). Isaac was observed “sporting with Rebekah his wife” (Gen 26:8; RSV 
“fondling”, NIV “caressing;” ICC, Genesis, p. 364, “to exchange conjugal caresses”). The 
Piel of śāḥaq depicts children playing (Zech 8:5; cf. Job 41:5 [H 40:29]), or even God’s wild 
creatures “playing on the mountains” (Job 40:20) and in the ocean (Ps 104:26). It may 
mean to perform combat (II Sam 2:14; KB, p. 918), to play tambourines and dance (I Sam 
18:6–7), or to celebrate (II Sam 6:5, 21, NASB) the restoration of the ark. Above all, the 
personal wisdom of God (cf. the description of Christ in I Cor 1:24) rejoices before God the 
Father and delights in men upon earth (Prov 8:30–31).

ṣĕḥōq. Laughter, laughingstock (cf. KB, p. 918). Feasts are made for śĕḥōq (Eccl 
10:19), and laughter is a gift of God (Job 8:21; Ps 126:2). Yet wickedness is as “sport to a 
fool,” like a game (Prov 10:23). The laughter of fools is vanity (Eccl 7:6); whereas sorrow 
may lead to a better wisdom (v. 3). At her fall, Judah was made a ṣĕḥōq 
“laughingstock” (Ezk 23:32; cf. Lam 3:14; likewise Moab, in Jer 48:26, 39). Twice in one 
verse Job complains that he has become a joke to his friends (Job 12:4, NASB, cf. Jer 
20:7).

יִצְחָק  (yiṣḥāq). Isaac, “he laughs.” While the name “Isaac” (Gen 17:19) arose out of 
Abraham’s incredulity, way-yiṣḥāq (v. 17), it could yet become a symbol of blessing (21:6) 
and ultimately an identification for the entire nation of Israel (Amos 7:9, 16).

ׂשָחַק  (śāḥaq). An alternate form of ṣaḥaq. Both appear in Jud 16:25. śaḥaq became 
popular after the time of David (hence even yiśḥaq for yiṣhaq (Ps 105:9; Amos 7:9, 16; Jer 
33:26).

Bibliography: Beauchamp, Paul, “Laughter,” in DBT, p. 263. Leupold, H. C., Exposition of 
Genesis, Baker, 1958, pp. 599–601.
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