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Text: “Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling 
with which you have been called…” (Eph. 4:1, NASB). “As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you 
to live a life worthy of the calling you have received” (Eph. 4:1, NIV). “Therefore, I strongly call you, 
I the prisoner in the Lord, to walk in alignment with the call of which you have been 
called” (personal translation). 


Theme: God has called us to investigate the breadth, length, height and depth of his call.


Intro: Over the last few weeks we’ve been doing a series entitled CSI. In this series, CSI means 
something different than ‘Crime Scene Investigation.’ Rather, it means: 1) Celebrate, 2) Simplify, 
and lastly 3) Investigate. And with this message we are diving back into our study of Ephesians. 
Ephesians 4:1 is the critical turning point in the Ephesians letter. For three chapters Paul has been 
unfolding the breadth, length, height and depth of God’s call. Now, he charges us to walk worthy 
of this call. 


1) Investigate (Ps 111:2). 
• “Great are the deeds of Yahweh, they are investigated [studied] by all who delight in 

them” (Ps 111:2). 

• Hebrew: darash, ָדַרׁש - Gesenius defines this word as to tread, to go to a place, to 

frequent it; hence, to seek, search, investigate.

• *In order to walk worthy of your call, you need to know your call.

• And you can only know your call as you investigate it thoroughly.


• Investigate your call in the same way a good crime scene investigator would investigate a 
crime. 

• Leave no stone unturned. Investigate the breadth, length, height and depth of God’s 

love (*Eph. 3:18-19). 

• Your goal is to comprehend the God’s love. To investigate in order to experience.

• God longs to be known and comprehended (Jer. 9:23-24, ‘comprehending’).

• But here’s the paradox: since God is infinite, you’ll never stop investigating.

• We are called to know Christ’s love, a love that surpasses knowledge.


• In Luke 1:3, Luke tells us that he has “investigated everything carefully.”

•  We should have the same diligence.


• Investigating enables you to get your roots down so that you are grounded. 

• Without this firm grounding, your legs will not be strong enough to walk out your high 

calling.

• Think of the Bereans in Acts 17:1. 


• A tree can only grow up if it first grows down. It needs strong roots.

• Paul’s prayer is that we would be “rooted and grounded in love.”


• Your spiritual growth will depend on your personal investigation of God’s call. Don’t 
expect other people to do the work––you do it. 


2) Know Your Call (Eph. 1:17-18). 
• One of the biggest mistakes you can make is misunderstanding your call.

• Most people think their call is the performance of a ministry.

• For example, preaching, casting out demons, healing the sick or starting a church. 

• These things are important, but not first priority. Because you can do all these things 

and hear God in the end say, “Depart from me, I never knew you” (Matt 7:21-23).

• These ministries are like the body of the call, but not the heart of the call. 


• Ephesians gives us a different picture of what our call is.
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• What is your call? It’s simply this: God has called you into his love and now you are called 
to walk it out (Eph. 3:17-21).


• Or we can say it like this: God has called you into Christ––into a living, intimate and 
dynamic relationship with him.

• In the Gospels the call to the disciples is to be with Christ––to follow him. Then, as Christ 

makes his disciples, they are sent out (Matt. 4:18-21).

• Acts 2:39: “For the promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off, as many 

as the Lord our God will call to Himself.”

• 1 Corinthians 1:9: “God is faithful, through whom you were called into fellowship with 

His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.”

• “For God has not called us for the purpose of impurity, but in sanctification” (1 Thes. 

4:7).

• “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own 

possession, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of 
darkness into His marvellous light…” (1 Pet. 2:9).


• I was deeply inspired by the words of Billy Graham (91) in a Fox News interview (2010, Greta 
Van Susteren). They capture the heart of what God has been speaking lately.

• If Graham had the opportunity to live his life over again, he said there are things he would do 

differently.

• "I would study more. I would pray more, travel less, take less speaking engagements. I 

took too many of them in too many places around the world," he said. "If I had it to do 
over again, I'd spend more time in meditation and prayer and just telling the Lord how 
much I love Him and adore Him and [am] looking forward to the time we're going to spend 
together for eternity."


• Graham passed along some advice to young preachers.

• "Spend more time in study and prayer. That's the secret of successful evangelism," he 

said. "If you neglect that, you've neglected the very heart of God's call to you."

• Your call is first and foremost HIS CALL.

• The Father has called us to be in Christ and for Christ to be in us.

• And when this is a reality, everything else radiates out.

• He has called us into Christ. And it will take a lifetime to investigate what that fully 

means.

• Paul describes the Gospel as “the unfathomable riches of Christ.”


• The other critical thing to realise is that your call is not merely your call. We are called 
together––it is OUR CALL. 

• Paul prays that we “may be able to comprehend with all the saints…” 

• Your call is to be together with all of God’s people. Once you isolate yourself from the 

ones God has called you to be with, you separate yourself from the richness of your call. 

• Our roots need to be firmly grounded in who our God is and what he has done. Only then 

can we walk triumphantly. 

• Paul is a prisoner, and yet he is full of rejoicing in this letter. Why?

• He learned to apply Habakkuk 3:18-19. And he learned to investigate.  


• Watch out for virtual reality Christianity. Virtual reality seems real, but it’s only a game.                                     


3) Investigate the breadth and length of God’s love (Eph. 1:3). 
• The breadth speaks of the expansiveness of God’s love. It’s as expansive as the heavens 

with their two trillion or more galaxies (www.forbes.com - 18 OCT 2018).

• Ephesians begins with the expansiveness of God’s love and call. 

• Ephesians also begins with celebration. 

• “Blessed be the God and Father…” Paul is celebrating the riches of God’s grace.


• The only way to really drink in this call is to investigate, celebrate and pray. And that’s 
what the first part of Ephesians is all about (Eph. 1-3).


• No blessing in God’s Word is withheld from us. Nothing.

• Every promise is yours because every promise is fulfilled in Christ and you are in Christ. 


• All the love that the Father has for the Son is yours because you are in the Son. 

• The length speaks about how far God’s call reaches. Picture a tree whose branches reach far 

and wide. 
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• God’s call reaches us when we were far from him, dead in trespasses and sins. So if he 
reached us in our rebellion, how much more will he reach us now that we are adopted into 
his family (Eph. 2)


• This call reaches to the furthest nations (all the Gentiles) that are away from him. 

• God’s call breaks down the wall between Jews and Gentiles, as well as the walls between 

nations.


4) Investigate the height and depth of God’s love (Eph. 1:3, 19-23; 2:1-10). 
• The height speaks about God raising us up with Christ in the heavenly places. 

• We are now far above all demonic rule, authority, power and dominion. We are no longer 

under the dominion of the god of this world (Satan) with principalities and powers of 
darkness.


• Habakkuk 3:18-19 speaks about this:

• “And I will exalt in Yahweh and rejoice in God my salvation. Yahweh the Lord is my might 

and makes my feet like a deer, causing me to tread on the heights” (my translation).

• Habakkuk 3:19 describes an animal, the hind or deer. The hind is agile, able to conquer 

heights and run fast in difficulties.

• And look at the context of Habakkuk. 

• It’s especially when there is no fruit on the ground that we need to ascend into the heights 

of the heavenly realms.

• The hinds of Israel were able to leap, climb and dwell on the heights. They are a picture of 

agility, flexibility and nimbleness. It’s feet are like no other. 

• It has a spring in its step. And this is how we can be in the worst of situations, but 

overcome. We may seem to have no fruit, but still a spring of joy is bursting through our 
mouths and bodies. 


• The depths speak of the depths of God’s eternal nature, wisdom and revelation. It speaks of 
the depths of who God is and what he does (Rom. 11:33). 

• The knowledge of God and his wisdom enables us to walk with strength and joy.

• We can be gentle because we know we do not have to force his will for our own live or on 

others.

• We are called to make known “the manifold wisdom of God…to the rulers and the 

authorities in the heavenly places.”

• Let’s not be DUI Christians––Demonically Under the Influence. 

• Let’s rise above the principalities and powers. We will talk about the more next week.


Conclusion: All of us have the same call: to be in Christ. But this same call into God’s 
unfathomable love is expressed differently through everyone. Investigate God’s call so that you 
can walk worthy of it.
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