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Text: Ephesians 4:7-13


Theme: Jesus’ personal ministry is not over, it still continues today.


Intro: Christ’s ascension was his triumphal procession to his throne. Through his death and 
resurrection he conquered sin, death, Satan and his demons. Now it’s time for Jesus to take his 
throne. Paul, the writer of Ephesians, was someone who was once captive by Satan. He was 
bound by religion, murder and self-righteousness (Acts 8:1). But through the revelation of Christ, 
Paul is set free. And because of Christ’s triumphant victory, Paul becomes a gift to God’s 
people––an apostle and teacher (2 Tim. 1:11). Not only that, in this passage Paul teaches us that 
Jesus has given many gifts to his church. He has given apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors 
and teachers to equip and mature the church. God’s strategic goal is to fill all things by using 
these men and women as spearheads in cities, towns and villages all over the world.


1) It’s not over (Eph. 4:7-12). 
• Jesus’ personal ministry to his people did not end with his death.

• Actually, now Jesus is in the highest place. 

• In this highest place he can strategically lead his church from the highest vantage point. 

• Also, he can be more than one place at a time. 

• Why? Because he is living in us by his Spirit.


• Christ’s death on earth did not mean the end of his ministry on earth. It’s not over (Acts 
1:1-2). 

• Just because Christ died, it does not mean that now man is in charge of the church.

• No! Jesus still leads his church, he is still head. He is our commander-in-chief.

• He now leads his church in and through people.

• The apostolic, prophetic, evangelistic, pastoral and discipleship ministries of Christ 

continue through his chosen people. 

• Christ continues his ministry through apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and 

teachers.  
• There’s been lots of confusion about who are apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and 

teachers. 

• What’s made it worse is self-proclaimed apostles and prophets. 

• These are those who have powerful personalities, but they don’t have the character 

of Christ. 

• One of the issues is that these gifts given to the church have become man-centric rather 

than Christo-centric.

• Christ is the apostle, prophet, evangelist, pastor and teacher. 
• When you read the Gospels you see that he is all of these things.


• Now that he is on his throne, he gives grace to certain people to continue his ministry.

• It’s important to realize it’s Christ himself ministering through them. 

• It’s not our ministry it’s his ministry through us.


• It’s by grace. 

• These gifts come from Christ’s grace. 

• Christ’s grace empowers you to be like Christ and to do his will.

• In other words, grace empowers you to be like Christ the apostle, Christ the prophet, 

Christ the evangelist, Christ the pastor, and Christ the teacher.


2) Recognize and receive the ones Christ sends (Matt. 10:40-42; 1 Sam. 16). 
• When you receive the ones Christ sends, you receive Christ himself. 
• When you reject the ones Christ sends, you reject Christ.

• We need to proactively receive.
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• Christ’s gifts usually come in packages that we don’t expect.

• “I am raising an army. An army that will not break rank. They will be coordinated, marching 

and moving together. This army will be the greatest and most unified army the world has 
ever seen. Right now, this army must learn to recognize it’s commanders––the ones I send. 
These commanders are not the people’s choice, like Saul in the Old Testament. But they are 
my choice, like neglected David in the fields. My commanders may not be recognized by 
men and they may may not have titles. But those who have eyes to see will see Jesus in 
them––Jesus who was rejected by the Pharisees, but loved by the poor, hungry and thirsty. 
These commanders are the ones that will equip my people to walk in my ways and war 
against the evil one. As my people recognize, received and honor my commanders they will 
be built up and unified.” (29 March 2019, My Journal)


• What does recognizing and receiving look like? 
• Treating the one sent as you would treat Christ himself (Matt. 10:5ff).

• 1 - Welcoming them.

• 2 - Listening to them.

• 3 - Receiving their ministry.

• 4 - Providing for them.

• 5 - Hosting them.

• 6 - Praying for them.

• 7 - Protecting them. 

• 8 - Helping and serving with them.


• Discern the difference between Saul and David.

• Saul (1 Sam. 8:4-9).

• The people’s choice (*1 Sam. 9:2).

• Many people choose Saul’s rather than Davids to lead them.


• David (1 Sam. 13:14; 1 Sam. 16:6-13).

• I think the best way to translate and understand 1 Samuel 16:12 is that David was 

glowing from being in God’s presence.


3) The Davids are the ones who bring down the Goliaths (1 Sam. 17:31-54). 
• David did not look like Saul, but God chose him and sent him because of his heart.

• When you embrace the apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers God sends 

you are equipped and empowered (Eph. 4:11-14).

• 1 - Equip you to do the work of ministry

• 2 - Build up the body of Christ

• 3 - Unify God’s genuine people

• 4 - Cause you to know Christ more

• 5 - Mature you to be like Christ


• Without embracing the ones God sends we end up being weak and fearful like Saul and 
Israel before Goliath.


• Don’t let the enemy drive a wedge between you and the ones God has chosen to equip you.


Conclusion: Let’s learn to value and cherish the gifts Christ died and rose again to give us. 
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