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Text: “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, I also send you” (John 20:21). “He who 
descended is Himself also He who ascended far above all the heavens, so that He might fill all 
things. And he gave some as apostles…for the equipping of the saints for works of service, to 
the building up of the body of Christ…” (Eph. 4:10-11). 


Theme: The Good News of Jesus Christ is the good news of peace. Jesus came to bring 
restoration and wholeness to everything. He began the mission and we continue it through his 
grace.


Intro: In my last message we reflected on what it means to be an apostolic people. Today, we 
will continue to meditate on our call to be apostolic––a people who are sent by God as his 
agents to represent him and carry out his will. We will also consider what this means in the light 
of the resurrection of Christ. 


1) Your conclusion may not be God’s conclusion (John 20:1-18). 
• When Mary Magdalen first visits Jesus’ tomb and finds the stone rolled already, she 

immediately comes to the wrong conclusion.

•  She finds the tomb empty and thinks that Jesus’ body has been stolen. 


• “Jesus is gone. Where is he? This is not good. The worst thing possible has happened.”  
• Mary expected something, but found nothing. She found emptiness.


• This is often how it is with us. We expect something, but Jesus is not there. We seek the 
living among the dead.

• We think Jesus has been stolen or lost. But really Jesus is on the move. 

• He has risen from the dead and because he has risen no one can keep him sealed 

away. 

• You can’t keep him behind four walls. You can’t lock him into your denomination or 

religion. You can’t keep him as a lucky charm in your pocket. He is risen and wherever 
he goes he transforms the place he is in.


• Mary sees a conclusion, an end, a tragedy. God sees a new beginning and triumphant 
hope. 

• Jesus rose from the dead as the firstfruits. Now all can experience his resurrection life. 


• The resurrection should change our perspective on everything––everything.


2) We often seek life from things outside us, but Jesus gives life from the inside out (John 
20:19-20). 
• Jesus always seeks to get inside.

• Moreover, Jesus wants to get inside the most dark and broken places.

• We want to get away from these dark and broken places, but Jesus wants to get into 

them. Jesus wants to get into the tomb.

• Jesus is taken as a prisoner to death. But when they lock him in the prison of death, he 

breaks free––from the inside out. He rises from the dead.

• Not only does he break free, but he is the pioneer who breaks free everyone who is a 

prisoner of death. 

• He goes into the prison to break everyone out of the prison.


• In Jesus’ empty tomb we see the way to church growth. 
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• How does a church grow? 
•  It doesn’t grow from the outside in, but from the inside out. 

• It doesn’t grow through drawing a crowd; it grows through Christ’s life within you 

breaking out of you. 

• Neither does it grow through the pastors ministry alone, but through each 

individual member of Christ. 

• The fruit grows on the branches and you are the branches. 

• Often we are waiting on something to happen. We are waiting on somebody to do 

something. But its through you that the church grows. We each need to take 
responsibility to be Christ’s messengers and representatives.


3) Jesus is the agent of peace that makes us into agents of peace (John 20:21-23). 
• When Jesus went through the disciples’ walls and closed doors, he came to bring them 

peace.

• They were shut off for fear of the Jews, but Jesus came to them anyway––he came as 

an agent of peace. 

• In this we see his mission as an apostle: to bring peace.

• “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, I also send you” (John 20:21). 
• When Jesus appears to the disciples he says, “Peace be with you.” 

• This greeting encapsulates the whole Gospel. 

• Jesus came to bring peace. 


• But what is peace?  
• We have to go back to the Hebrew root of the word: shalom. Shalom means 

wholeness and restoration. 

• Jesus came to make us whole and restore what has been lost by sin.  
• Think about what was lost in the Garden of Eden. Innocence, purity, intimacy with 

God, power and eternal life.  
• First, we must know Jesus’ peace––his wholeness and restoration within––and then we 

can be agents of this peace to others. 

• Jesus has called us to continue his commission as an apostle sent by the Father. 

• Now, we are charged with being agents of peace. 

• In other words, wherever we go we are to bring restoration and wholeness. 

• Wholeness to people’s spirit, soul and body; wholeness to marriages and families; 

wholeness to communities; even, wholeness to nations. 

• Without Christ’s peace we cannot be his ambassadors. But if we possess his peace, we 

can be his agents of peace––sent-ones, little apostles. 

4) Jesus’ peace comes to us by his Holy Spirit (John 20:21-23). 
• “And when he had said this, He breathed on them and said them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit.’ 

(John 20:22)

• This verse brings us back to the Garden of Eden. 

• We remember in the Garden of Eden when God made Adam he breathed into his 

nostrils the breath of life. By this breath, Adam became a living being (Gen. 2:7).

• The Holy Spirit is the breath of God. It’s also Jesus’ own Spirit. 

• He makes us alive, not just physically, but spiritually––the Spirit makes us alive in the 

deepest part of us. 

• In order to receive the Spirit, the disciples had to be close to Jesus––so close that he 

can breathe upon him. 

• This is the secret of living in resurrection life: being continually close to Jesus so that 

you can receive his breath. 
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5) Freely you’ve received, freely give (Matt. 10:7-8). 
• How does growth in God’s Kingdom happen? 
• It happens as we experience what is laid out in this passages.


• The growth also happens as we enter the tomb of people’s death. 

• It happens as we enter into people’s sufferings and pain, into their loss and grief. 

Jesus was not afraid of the tomb.

•  In the same way, Ezekiel had to go into the valley of dry bones to minister resurrection 

life. In that valley, he spoke to the bones and they came to life. Not instantaneously, but 
stage upon stage (Ezekiel 37). 


• Matthew 10 shows us our commission as agents of peace. We must carry peace to 
minister peace.

• It’s not our jobs to say who deserves the word, the healing, the freedom and the power 

of the resurrection. 

• Like paramedics, we help and heal everyone––even terrorists––without further thought. 

This is what is called the Hippocratic Oath.

• Jesus’ peace is offered to whoever will receive it. Whether they are the chief of sinners 

or not, they can receive, no questions asked. 

• They are only required to repent and receive God’s mercy.

• It’s through that repentance that real peace is ministered.

• And yet, they will need to taste the Kingdom––to taste the peace, love and joy before 

they repent. 

• They will need to experience the Kingdom through us if they are going to receive the 

Kingdom within.

• So while we preach repentance, don’t wait for people to repent before you minister 

peace to them.

• To be continued…


Conclusion: Jesus came as an agent of peace, bringing restoration and wholeness. He 
restored what was stolen through sin and Satan. Now, he charges us to continue his mission as 
agents of his peace.
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