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Text: “So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and 
teachers to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up…
From him [Christ] the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, 
grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work” (Eph. 4:11-12, 16).


Theme: Churches are not called to entertain us but to equip us. They are bases for God’s 
Kingdom activity. 


Intro: It’s easy for us to forget that God’s church is his army and his Kingdom is continually 
engaged in spiritual warfare. We are called to arise and advance; we are called to take ground. 
This is the picture of the church that Paul paints by God’s Spirit in Ephesians. It was also the 
reality of the church of Ephesus in Acts. There are also other metaphors of the church. We are 
God’s house, his family, bride and people. This is true but let us never forget we are army and 
that God is establishing bases around the world. Today, I want to teach you about these 
apostolic bases. 


1) Apostolic bases are strategic communities for the advancement of God’s Kingdom 
(Acts 19:8-10; 2 Cor. 10:12-18; 1 Thes. 1:4-8). 
• Throughout history God has chosen to establish bases on earth for the advancement of 

his kingdom.

• Ephesus was one of God’s hot spots. 

• God’s church in Ephesus was an apostolic base for the Word to be sent out into the 

surrounding region (Acts. 19:810).

• Paul desired the Corinthians faith to grow so that their sphere of ministry would radiate 

further and further (2 Cor. 10:12-18).

• The Thessalonians received God’s word with power and became imitators of the chief 

apostle, Jesus, and the apostles under him. 

• This made them into an example to all the regions around them and the Lord’s word 

resounded from them (1 Thes. 1:4-8).

• All these places were epicenters for the Kingdom.

• Today, God is still establishing apostolic bases throughout the globe so that his Word 

and work go out with power.

• These apostolic bases are part of the new wineskin that God has chosen to pour his 

new wine into (Matt. 9:16-17; Mark 2:22; Luke 5:37-38).

• God is taking the man-made power religion, denominations and institutions, and he 

is pouring his power into new wine skins.

• These are communities that Jesus is building and forming, rather than man. 

• It’s easy for people to slip back into the old wineskin and the old wine because they 

are familiar with it. It also does not require the whole heart be devoted to Jesus (see 
Hebrews).


• Every army needs bases.

• As the base goes, so goes the mission.

• The enemy wants to take down these bases.
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• God’s apostolic bases are places where people are trained and equipped with weapons. 
It’s a storehouse where people are fed and it’s a community where we learn to live 
together. 

• It’s from the base that we go out and come in. 

• But we must always remember that the base is not an end in itself, but a means to an 

end––it’s an instrument for the advancement of the army.

• This is what God’s view of the church is: not an entertainment centre, but an equipping 

centre. 
• Ephesians 4:16 - “as each part does its work.”


• In WWII Five Star General Douglas MacArthur chose Brisbane city as his base for the 
South Pacific theatre of war.

• Specifically he set up operations on Queen & Edward St. What is now called the 

‘MacArthur Centre.’


2) Apostolic bases guard God’s presence and Word. They are places of continual worship 
and prayer (1 Samuel 7:1-17). 
• I’ve been drawn to this Scripture because Eleazar guarded the Ark for twenty years, and 

we are coming up to our twenty year anniversary as a church.

• Our church is no ordinary church. 

• It’s a new wineskin for God’s new wine. 

• We are an apostolic base for the Brisbane and the regions around Brisbane.


• In Abinadab’s house on a hill, Eleazar guarded the Ark. 

• Abinadab (Avinadav) means “My father is willing” or “My Father is generous.” Willing 

means a free-will offering. 
• Eleazar has to be consecrated (made holy) to guard (shamar) the Ark.

• He also had to persevere. He did it with twenty years without much fanfare. It seems 

like for those twenty years the Ark was forgotten by the people.

• But something great happened over those twenty years. 

• Conviction of sin began growing in the people as a consequence of Eleazar hosting 

God’s presence.

• Soon the whole nation lamented and mourned for their sin.

• This began a national awakening. 

• And I believe this is the time for a national awakening for Australia.


• Then, there was a gathering at Mizpah (Mitzpah), which means ‘watch tower’ or ‘look 
out.’

• The name reflected its high, commanding position.


3) God moves with power when we guard his presence and seek him with our whole 
hearts (1 Sam. 7:2-17). 
• The enemy (Philistines) came to attack this base of repentance.

• However, the people––though fearful––focused on God.


• If we focus on God, God will focus on our enemies.

• Prayer, fasting, intercession and repentance.


• “And Yahweh stormed with a great thunder that day against the Philistines” (1 Sam. 7:10).

• God will come to the Land Down Under with a great thunder if we humbly return to him 

with all our hearts. 

• From the thunder, came great restoration and freedom for Israel.


Conclusion: Let us be the apostolic base God has called us to be.
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MISC PERSONAL END NOTES 

On a base each person has his role and responsibility.


What is our vision as a church? Really it’s not our vision that matters, but God’s vision for us. 
Our vision is to be one with God’s vision. 


Whatever God says in this book––we want to be. That’s our vision. Our vision is to see Jesus 
and be like him. We want to be like him individually, but also as a body. And it’s only possible 
for us to be like him together. 


We need to lay down our ministry for his ministry. 


Jesus is an apostle––a sent-one with a mission, message and ministry. His mission is to 
establish Kingdom embassies throughout the earth, beginning in Jerusalem. That’s what 
churches are: Kingdom embassies and bases. 


Our vision is to be like Jesus the apostle.


As the base goes, so goes the mission. 


New Wineskin. Our church is a new wineskin for God’s new wine. 


Mizpah (1 Samuel 7)


Ephesus


Care for the base.


Everyone serving like a battleship or military base (Eph 4).


There’s times to camp and times to march.


Come to see.

Come to serve. 

Come to seek.

Come to be strengthened.


“And Yahweh stormed with a great thunder that day against the Philistines” 


Let’s make the most of our time together each week.


The base is not the be all and end all. It’s the launching pad for advancing and attacking. But 
the base is important because without it there can be no advancing.
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