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Text: Ephesians 4:11-16; 1 Samuel 3:1


Theme: God’s people know how to hear God and are not afraid to speak his Word.


Intro: In Ephesians 4 we see God’s vision for his church. Our vision as a church is fulfil his vision 
rather than our own. Our goal is to see his vision and walk towards his vision. God’s dream and 
desire is that his people would be an apostolic, prophetic, evangelistic, pastoral and disciple-
making people. God’s people are an empowered and equipped people. That’s why they are 
dangerous to the forces of darkness. Today, we will focus on being a prophetic people. What does 
it mean to be a prophetic people?


1) God’s people are a prophetic people––a people who hear, live and speak God’s Word 
(Eph. 4:11). 

• What does it mean to be a prophetic people? 
• It means to hear God and speak God’s Word. 

• That’s what the prophets of old did.

• It also means to live the Word we speak so that our lives prophesy even when our 

mouths are shut.

• “But Moses said to him, ‘Are you jealous for my sake? Would that all the Lord’s people were 

prophets, that the Lord would put His Spirit upon them!’ (Nu 11:29, NASB; cf. 1 Cor. 14:5).

• Every father and mother needs to learn to hear God and speak God’s Word to their family. 

• Every CEO and boss needs to learn to hear and speak God’s Word to their company.

• Even the youngest child can hear and speak God’s Word to the powers that reside.

• That’s what Samuel did.


•  Whoever you are, wherever you are, you need to hear and speak God’s Word. 

• God’s Word is what ushers in God’s presence, power and purpose.


• To learn how to hear God’s voice we will look at Samuel. 

• This is something I taught my own family while away.


2) Be like Samuel ׁשְמּואֵל, rather than Eli and his sons (1 Sam. 3:1; 2:12-17, *22-26). 
• Like Noah stood out in his generation, Samuel has a different spirit from Eli’s sons.

• There will always be a test, whether you will conform to the people around you or be holy 

to God.

• Samuel’s name and the word plays in Hebrew that reveal the point of the story.

• “This section depicts Samuel’s transformation from naʿar (“boy,” 3:1) to nābîʾ (“prophet,” 

3:20), from being a juvenile ignorant of the Lord to one who functioned as the Lord’s 
impeccable and revered spokesman.” (R.D. Bergen).


• The first part of Samuel’s name sounds like the Hebrew words ‘hear,’ ‘ask,’ and ‘name’, 
and the second part is the word ‘God’ (El).


• “It came about in due time, after Hannah had conceived, that she gave birth to a son; and 
she named him Samuel, saying, “Because I have asked him of the Lord” (1 Sa 1:20, NASB).


• Samuel learns to pray and hear God, but he didn’t start off knowing God’s voice. God’s 
voice was foreign to him.


3) Value the preciousness of God’s voice (1 Sam. 3:1). 
• It is rare and costly. It’s worth far more than gold. It is the most powerful thing there is. 

• Remember, God’s voice created the heavens and the earth. He need to hear it so that our lives 

get realigned with God.

• This verse is describing God’s Word like a precious stone. Again, it’s rare and costly.
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• Value God’s voice above people’s, but also be humble enough to hear God’s voice through 
people.


4) Be like a child (1 Samuel 3:1) 
• “The boy Samuel”

• God can speak to a young child. Let’s teach our He chose to speak to the young rather than 

the old. (Eli means ‘highness’).

• To hear God’s voice keep a pure, innocent heart. 
• Keep a humble heart.

• If you can’t receive correction, God will stop speaking to you.

• Matthew 18:1-6 

5) Be a humble servant (1 Samuel 3:1) 
• “Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord…”

• This is one of the biggest things I find missing when people are learning to hear God’s voice.

• There seems to be a whole generation who has forgotten the meaning of servanthood. 
• They want to serve on their terms and that’s the opposite of what it means to serve.


• Many people say, “I want to be mentored. I heard this a lot in the Pensacola Revival.” 

• However, being mentored is not sitting around eating meals and having coffee with 

someone you respect. 

• It’s much more than that. It’s serving together. It’s assisting. It’s being like Joshua to 

Moses or being like Elisha to Elijah.

•  If you want to be mentored than serve and assist. Ask, “How can I help? What would you 

like to me do?” This is how you learn through servanthood.

• Discipleship is Mr. Miyagi style. 

• You often don’t know what you are learning. You think you are learning nothing when really 

you are learning everything. 

• It takes a paradigm shift to understand what you are learning. 

• At first, ‘Danielson’ misunderstood and did not discern what he was learning.

• This is the same thing with Samuel: he does not recognise God’s voice even though 

God is speaking to him.

• He thinks God’s voice is man’s.


• Learn to discern God’s ways and voice through Scripture, through events, through 
preaching, through teaching, through serving.


6) Be in the right place (1 Samuel 3:2-4) 
• The right place is in God’s presence.

• Here we see Samuel in God’s house, near the Ark.

• How much do you value God’s house and God’s presence? 
• “Draw near to God and he will draw near to you” (James 4)

• The place of God’s Word. God speaks through his Book.

• God will not speak something that is contrary to his Word.


7) Be still and at rest (1 Samuel 3:2-4) 
• God spoke to Samuel while he was still and at rest.

• Often the best time to hear God is in the evening and mornings.

• God speak when we quiet yourself to listen.


Conclusion: 1) Be like Samuel, 2) Value God’s voice, 3) Be like a child, 4) Be a humble servant, 5) 
Be in the right place, and 6) Be still and at rest. 
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ENDNOTES


This section depicts Samuel’s transformation from naʿar (“boy,” 3:1) to nābîʾ (“prophet,” 3:20), from 
being a juvenile ignorant of the Lord to one who functioned as the Lord’s impeccable and revered 
spokesman. 

 Bergen, R. D. (1996). 1, 2 Samuel (Vol. 7, p. 84). Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers.


 n.m.; SamP. šāmuwwəl; Sept. Σαμουηλ, Nu 34:20 Σαλαμιηλ; a personal :ׁשְמּואֵל
name which has many precedents: in Amorite and in Ugaritic the element which 
corresponds to Heb. ׁשְמּו is sumu/samu/šumu; for Amorite see Buccellati Amorites 
180, and especially Bauer Ostk. 38-40; see also Huffmon Names 234-249; for Ugaritic 
see Gröndahl Personennamen 193f; of the Amorite personal names Su-mu-AN (il or 
ʾēl) is most closely comparable with ׁשְמּואֵל; for Su-mu-AN see Bauer loc. cit. 39; 
furthermore for Sumu-El as the name of one of the kings of Larsa, see Walters RA 67 
(1973) 21-40; Kingsbury RA 71 (1977) 9-16; also Durand RA 71 (1977) 26-32. In such 
personal names the element Su-mu (su-mu/šumu) can be taken either a) as a 
theophoric element with il/ʾēl as predicate: Sumu / ׁשֵם is god, so Noth 
Personennamen 123, 140; KBL; R. Zadok WdO 9 (1977-1978) 54; see also Stoebe 1. 
Sam. 92, 97 :: Kopft VT 8 (1958) 209f: אֵל + ׁשְמּו root ׁשמה (cf. Arb. samāʾ) to be 
high, exalted; or b) as the nomen regens to the name of a deity; the son of god, so 
Bauer Ostk. 66. So the meaning of this element is uncertain; any decision between 
these two proposals (a and b) must probably remain open. The explanation of the 
personal name in 1S 1:27 is of no further help, inasmuch as it fits ׁשָאּול rather than 
 :on this see e.g. Noth Personennamen 1362, and Fichtner VT 6 (1956) 3841 ;ׁשְמּואֵל
Samuel.
—1. the son of אֶלְָקנָה, a judge in Israel; on his role in the establishment of the 
monarchy see e.g. H. Wildberger Jahwe und sein Volk. Gesammelte Aufsätze zum AT 
(ThB 66 (1979) 28-55); cf. Reicke-Rost Hw. 1663f; KBL; approximately 125 times; 1S 
1:20–25:1 28:3, 11, 12.14-16, 20 Jr 15:1 Ps 99:6 1C 6:13, 18, cj. vs. 12 see BHS, 9:22 
11:3 26:28 29:29 2C 35:18 Sir 4613.
—2. a נָׂשִיא in the tribe of ׁשִמְעֹון Nu 34:20.
—3. the grandson of יִׂשָּשכָר, son of 1 ּתֹולָעC 7:2. †

 v n m. A primitive root; TWOT 2412, 2412a; GK 9048 [/shamaʿ /shaw·mah] ׁשָמַע, ׁשֶמַע 8085
and 9049; 1159 occurrences; AV translates as “hear” 785 times, “hearken” 196 times, “obey” 81 
times, “publish” 17 times, “understand” nine times, “obedient” eight times, “diligently” eight 
times, “shew” six times, “sound” three times, “declare” three times, “discern” twice, “noise” 
twice, “perceive” twice, “tell” twice, “reported” twice, and translated miscellaneously 33 times. 1 
to hear, listen to, obey. 1a (Qal). 1a1 to hear (perceive by ear). 1a2 to hear of or concerning. 1a3 to 
hear (have power to hear). 1a4 to hear with attention or interest, listen to. 1a5 to understand 
(language). 1a6 to hear (of judicial cases). 1a7 to listen, give heed. 1a7a to consent, agree. 1a7b to 
grant request. 1a8 to listen to, yield to. 1a9 to obey, be obedient. 1b (Niphal). 1b1 to be heard (of 
voice or sound). 1b2 to be heard of. 1b3 to be regarded, be obeyed. 1c (Piel) to cause to hear, call 
to hear, summon. 1d (Hiphil). 1d1 to cause to hear, tell, proclaim, utter a sound. 1d2 to sound aloud 
(musical term). 1d3 to make proclamation, summon. 1d4 to cause to be heard. 2 sound.

 

Koehler, L., Baumgartner, W., Richardson, M. E. J., & Stamm, J. J. (1994–2000). The Hebrew and 
Aramaic lexicon of the Old Testament (electronic ed., pp. 1554–1555). Leiden: E.J. Brill.
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 v. Corresponding to 8085; TWOT 3040; GK 10725; Nine [/shâmaʿ /shem·ah] ׁשְמַע 8086
occurrences; AV translates as “hear” eight times, and “obey” once. 1 to hear. 1a (P’al) to hear, 
have a sense of hearing. 1b (Ithpael) to show oneself obedient.


 Strong, J. (1995). Enhanced Strong’s Lexicon. Woodside Bible Fellowship.


 pr.n. Samuel, [Shemuel] (according to 1 Sa. 1:20, i.q. ׁשְמּועֲאֵל “heard of God,” unless it 
be preferred “name of God,” taking ׁשְמּו as a sing. const. i.q. ׁשֵם, compare ֵַרע and ,ְרעּו 
 face [the Scripture derivation of a name must always be ּפָנֶה .i.q מְתּו, ּפְנּו, ּפְנִי and מֵת
the true one]).—(1) the name of a very celebrated judge and prophet of the Hebrews, the 
son of Elkanah, of the tribe of Ephraim (1 Sam. 1:1) [this is wholly incorrect; he was a 
Levite].—(2) Another of the same name, also the son of Elkanah, grandfather of Heman, 1 
Chr. 6:13, 18, who is mentioned among the Levites and singers. [But this is the same 
person as No. 1.]—(3) Nu. 34:24.—(4) 1 Ch. 7:2.
 Gesenius, W., & Tregelles, S. P. (2003). Gesenius’ Hebrew and Chaldee lexicon to the Old 
Testament Scriptures (p. 833). Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software. 

Misc Personal Notes 

For many, God’s voice is foreign to them. But as God’s people, we all should hear God’s voice 
and prophesy. Jesus said, “My sheep hear my voice and a stranger they will not follow.” [“I wish 
all of God’s people were prophets…”]


The only way we can learn to be a prophetic people is through the prophets. The prophets are the 
standard for us, and especially the greatest of all prophets, Jesus.


We have to watch out in making a big difference between Old and New Testament prophets. The 
New Testament is a fulfilment of the Old, it’s not an elimination of its truth and principles. 


A right understanding of the Old and New Testaments, and how they fit together is essential to a 
proper interpretation of God’s Word. Otherwise, we end up with hyper-grace teaching or so other 
distortion of God’s Word.


Be like a child.


Be a humble servant.


Be in the right place doing the right thing.


So let’s look to Samuel. 


First, Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. He was in the right place doing the right thing.


The right place was God’s presence, where the Ark resided.


The right thing was that Samuel was serving the Lord in God’s house.


Second, God is speaking to you before you realise it.


Here we see God is calling Samuel’s name, but Samuel does not think its God––he thinks it’s his 
mentor, Eli. 
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Third, God spoke to Samuel when he was still and resting.


Come to a place of stillness and rest. The morning and evenings are great times to hear God. 


Fourth, God speaks to the humble, the child. You see in Samuel a child-like purity. He is different 
from Eli’s sons. 


Value what is rare rather than what is popular (1 Samuel 3:1). God’s voice is rare and that’s why 
it’s more valuable than gold. 


God envisions his church as a people who hear is Word and speak it with boldness.


You will learn to hear God when you are a person of his Book.


God’s not going to say something to you contrary to his Word. And the more you are in his Book 
the more he will speak to you. Through the Bible you learn God’s language.


“But I will raise up for Myself a faithful priest who will do according to what is in My heart and in 
My soul; I and will build him an enduring house; and he will walk before My anointed always”  
(1 Sam. 2:35).
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