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Text: 1 Samuel 3:1-10


Theme: God is calling you, but it takes the right heart to hear him correctly. 


Intro: God’s people are a prophetic people––a people who hear, live and speak God’s Word. 
Today, we will continue to learn from Samuel how to hear God’s Voice. My purpose is that you 
would be equipped to carefully listen to God’s voice and carry out his words.


1) Ask God to speak to you (1 Samuel 3:9). 
• Samuel first says, “Speak…”

• Realise he’s calling.

• Desire his words.

• God speaks to those who speak to him.

• “To You, O Lord, I call; My rock, do not be deaf to me, For if You are silent to me, I will 

become like those who go down to the pit.” (Ps 28:1, NASB)

• Value his voice above every other voice, even your own.

• ‘Call to Me and I will answer you, and I will tell you great and mighty things, which you do not 

know.’ (Jer. 33:3).

• Jeremiah 33:3 is God’s ‘phone number.’


• God’s not a fortune teller.

• Ask him to speak to you on his terms, not your own. Ask him what’s on his heart. 

• What’s on God’s heart may be totally different than what’s on yours.


• Don’t use God as just your problem solver. Of course, he can solve your problems, but 
really what he wants is for you to know his heart and his purposes.

• His thoughts are higher than our thoughts.

• This is why coming to God through the Bible is so critical in hearing God. It lifts you out 

of your everyday problems and puts you into God’s framework and history.


2) Be God’s servant rather than make God your servant (1 Samuel 3:9; Ezekiel 2). 
• Second, Samuel says, “Speak, for your servant…”

• Samuel identifies himself as Yahweh’s servant.

• This is the right heart and posture to hear God’s voice.


• Your relationship with God needs to be right to hear him correctly. 
• This means he is Lord and you are not. He is King and you are his servant.

• God will not entrust his word to those who do not have a servant’s heart. 

• For many, they are Lord and God is their servant. He’s like their magic genie to fulfil their 
wishes.

• Their whole way of thinking revolves around them and not him.

• Jesus has a servant nature, so it’s easy to fall into the trap of treating Jesus like your 

servant.

• Remove rebellion from your heart (Ezekiel 2). 
• You remove rebellion by submission and surrender.

• Psalm 68:5-10

• Psalm 95:6-11 & *Hebrews 3:8,15, NIV

• Psalm 44 - My birthday Psalm


• When you submit to God you don’t have to fear because he has your good in mind (Isaiah 
41:8-10)


• The essential nature of Jesus was submission to his Father and the Father was to work 
the nature of Christ in you.


• God speaks to his servants––those who will speak and carry out his word.
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• There’s nothing that grieves God’s heart like a proud and rebellious spirit.

• The proud and rebellious cannot receive correction––it’s very much like blaspheming the 

Holy Spirit. 

• God’s uses his Spirit to correct you, but if you resist him there is nothing to correct you. 

Thus, it’s the unforgivable sin.


3) Listen carefully (1 Samuel 3:9 & Ezekiel 3:2-10). 
• The third and last thing Samuel says is “Speak, for your servant is listening.”

• I want us to focus now on how to listen. This is the end goal of this message.

• Listen carefully and listen closely. 

• There are all different kinds of listening and I want to talk about five types:

• 1 - Casual listening


• This is often how God’s people listen to sermons––casually. 

• This is a grave mistake


• With God you listen with a pen and paper, praying and meditating over every 
word.


• The casual listener does not hear God’s voice.

• Notice how God calls Ezekiel to stand in order to hear him (Eze. 2:1).


• 2 - Skewed listening

• You hear things based on your idols and through your filters. 
• You twist what you hear, even though you don’t know you are doing it.

• God’s words get distorted.


• 3 - Distracted listening

• You’re thinking about other things––so you are not hearing everything––you are just 

hearing part.

• 4 - Selective Listening


• You hear what you want to hear.

• The Lord spoke to me yesterday, “My people have selective hearing. They hear what 

they want, but have not come to a place of full surrender to me. They need to ask me 
to circumcise their ears.” (17 AUG 2019).


• 5 - Careful Listening 
• Ezekiel 3:10 
• You listen with all your attention.

• You seek understanding. 
• You clarify with questions. 
• You carry out what you hear.

• You listen like a soldier as if your life depended on it.

• In Ezekiel 3:10 their is a Hebrew idiom (expression): “and with your ears hear.” 
• It means, “Listen carefully and closely.”

• This whole part of Ezekiel reminds us of what Jesus said, “He who has ears let him 

hear” (Matt. 11:15, etc.).


Conclusion: 1) Ask God to speak to you, 2) Have the heart of a servant, removing rebellion, 3) 
Listen carefully and closely.
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