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Text: “And Samuel grew strong and Yahweh was with him and he did not let any of his words fall 
to the ground” (1 Samuel 3:19).


Theme: God wants to restore the voice of his people––a voice of authority and power.


Intro: Over the last few weeks we’ve been learning how to hear the voice of God. Specifically, the 
story of Samuel has been our model. This week while praying in the Brisbane Pastors Prayer 
Network, the Lord began to highlight this word to me: he wants to restore the voice of his people. 
Today, we will will focus on the last part of Samuel’s call: hearing God’s voice we become a voice.


1) God wants to restore the voice of his people––a voice of authority and power (1 Sam. 
3:19). 

• “And Samuel grew strong and Yahweh was with him and he did not let any of his words 
fall to the ground” (1 Samuel 3:19, my translation).


• God is raising up a Samuel generation. He wants his people to be like Samuel…

• 1) Growing Strong

• 2) Yahweh is with them––they are his sanctuary and cultivate his presence.

• 3) Consequently, their words have authority and power.


• People will listen to us when we listen to God.

• The reason they listened to Samuel was because Samuel listened to God.

• Of course, there will always be people who do not listen––but one thing they will 

know––a prophet has been among them (cf. Eze. 2-3).

• “All Israel from Dan even to Beersheba knew that Samuel was confirmed as a prophet 

of the Lord” (1 Sam. 3:20).

• In the past the call was for a prophet to arise. 

• Now, it’s a call for all of God’s people to be prophets. We are all called to be prophetic. 

Christ’s body is a prophet to the nations.

• In God’s eyes, listening is living it out––not just hearing with our natural ears.

• Observe how Samuel afraid to speak the Word at first.

• “But Samuel was afraid to tell the vision [mar’ah] to Eli.” (1 Sam. 3:15)

• We also can be afraid to speak, but when God’s speaks, we must speak.


• What was the Word that God spoke to Samuel? 
• 1 Samuel 3:11-14

• It all has to do with God’s house and holiness.

• “You shall keep My sabbaths and reverence my santuary; I am the Lord” (Lev. 26:2).

• We stand or fall based on our resting in God and reverence for his sanctuary.

• The Australian church has yet to learn to find rest in God and reverence his sanctuary.

• We have to learn this lesson quickly or will will be swept away. 

• God will sweep away churches across Australia (and we don’t have too much already) if 

we don’t start reverencing his house.

• Our apathy is causing atrophy.

• But we can listen to God’s voice in Scripture and repent.


• Zechariah’s voice was taken away because he did not believe (Luke 1:19-20).

• Unless we listen to God’s voice and believe, our voice will be struck silent like Zechariah.


2) There is a battle for your eyes, ears and heart (1 Kings 18:4,13,19). 
• There is a battle for the bride of Christ’s eyes, ears and heart. 
• Samuel saw and heard because his eyes, ears and heart were pure.

• The enemy wants to corrupt our eyes, ears and heart so that we do not see and hear 

correctly.

• One of the biggest oppositions to the church today is the spirit of Jezebel אִיזֶבֶל.
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• In 1 Kings 18 we see that Jezebel put to death the true prophets of God (18:4, 13).

• Jezebel hates the voice of God and those who speak with authority from God.

• She has her own prophets that say things to tickle the ears of people (18:19).

• These false prophets (who also quote God’s Word) eat at Jezebel’s table.


• What’s Jezebel serving at her table? 
• 1 - Sexual Immorality - seduction, pornography, sexual immorality, adultery

• 2 - Control - a controlling spirit that desires influence and dominate

• 3 - False Prophecy - it sounds like God’s Word but its a cheap imitation. Distorting God’s 

Word. Fortune-telling. Astrology. Mediums. Spiritists, etc.

• 4 - Murder - Putting prophets to death, hatred for brothers and sisters, anger, bitterness, 

rage, violence, suicide (Even Elijah felt like dying when confronted by Jezebel).

• 5 - Witchcraft - witches, spells, magic, crystals. Power that’s not God’s power.

• 6 - Idolatry - worshipping other gods, idols


• Many Christians are bound to these things and it has robbed them of their authority.

• Summing it up: 2 Kings 9:22 - harlotries and witchcraft - “What peace, so long as the 

harlotries of your mother Jezebel and her witchcrafts are so many?”

• We desire peace in our lives and churches, but how can there be peace unless the spirit of 

Jezebel is slain? 
• Rebellion and stubbornness will open you open to the Jezebel spirit. 
• “For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft [divination], and stubbornness [pushiness, 

pressure] is as iniquity and idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the Lord, He 
also has rejected you from being king” (1 Sam. 15:23).


3) Do not tolerate Jezebel (Rev. 2:18-29). 
• Listen to Jesus’ words to the church of Thyatira. 
• When we overcome Jezebel we will have authority.

• Paul’s word to the Ephesians (‘do not even have a hint of sexual immorality’)

• Vision (mar’ah) - The Scripture describes the Word Samuel received as a vision. Though 

today, we would not normally think of it as a vision. 

• 1 Samuel 3:15 - vision, but also a mirror, like in Exodus 38:8 - “Moreover, he made the 

laver of bronze with its base of bronze, from the mirrors [mar’ah] of the serving women 
who served at the doorway of the tent of meeting.” [sounds like our word ‘mirage’ and our 
word ‘mirror’]


• An interesting choice of words because Eli’s house was falling because his sons were 
sleeping with the serving women at the doorway of the tent of meeting.


• A prophetic people are a holy, washed and cleansed people. They have seen their 
reflection in God’s Word and have washed themselves. They have washed their eyes and 
ears so that they can see and hear God.


• God’s solution to Israel’s rebellion in Ezekiel:

• “And I will give them one heart, and put a new spirit within them. And I will take the heart 

of stone out of their flesh and give them a heart of flesh, that they may walk in My 
statutes and keep My ordinances and do them. Then they will be My people, and I shall be 
their God (Eze. 11:19–20, NASB).


• “Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall see God” (Matt. 5:8). 

Conclusion: Listening to God empowers you to overcome and through overcoming you will 
speak with authority.
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