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Text: “And he said, ‘How shall we picture the Kingdom of God, or by what parable shall we 
present it? It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the soil, though its smaller than all 
the seeds that are upon the soil, yet the it is sown, it grows up and becomes larger than all the 
garden plants and forms large branches; so that the birds of the air can nest under its 
shade” (Mark 4:30-32; cf. Eze. 17:22-24).


Theme: God’s Kingdom begins as a tiny mustard seed, but grows to be the largest plant in the 
garden.


Intro: For over a month now, I’ve been seeking the Lord for his Word for our 20th anniversary 
celebration. What does the Father want to speak to us? The first word that God gave me was 
Mark 4:30-32. Here Jesus does not describe his Kingdom like a lightning bolt or a flash in the pan.  
Nor, does he describe it as something that starts spectacular––he does not use the imagery of 
fire, wind or earthquake (though, these things reflect his nature too). Instead, he describes his 
Kingdom as a small mustard seed––humble and easily overlooked. Most people go to the store 
and buy mustard to put on a sausage, but they don’t buy a mustard seed. We want the easy, end 
product. But the way of the Kingdom is a mustard seed––humble, small, almost invisible––but 
powerful and fiery if seen, valued, guarded and cultivated. And this has been the story of our 
church over the last twenty years. 


Out of this parable, he spoke to me four specific words.


1) Build 
• “It’s time to build on the foundation Jesus laid over the last 20 years. It’s a firm and solid 

foundation to build on.” (11 Oct 2019, Journal - God’s voice to my heart)

• That foundation is him. Jesus is the mustard seed––humble but fiery.

• If you are looking for something spectacular, like an angelic vision, you may miss him.

• He is humble and comes into the dirt and neglected parts of our lives.

• He comes hidden and broken. 

• But, through the brokenness his Kingdom breaks through into the world like shouts 

breaking forth from the ground.

• God gave us a vision of our church, it came as a seed.

• It was a vision that God gave to Anna and myself, but also to everyone that was a part of 

our foundation. It was a collective vision.

• It was a vision for a Kingdom base––a base for worship, prayer and the Word––a base 

for revival, restoration, evangelism, missions and equipping. It was a vision for a base 
that would serve Brisbane, Australia, the South Pacific and South East Asia. It was a 
vision to raise up mighty warriors of Jesus––to train God’s army, even those who did not 
yet know him. It was also a vision to be a church that was not polluted with man-made 
traditions and denominational constraints; instead, we would be free to live the Bible as 
it was always meant to be lived out.

• Our call is to be an apostolic, prophetic, evangelistic, pastoral and disciple-making 

community (Eph. 4:11-12).

• Everyone is important in the building process––it’s the work of the body, every part (Eph. 

4:15-16).


2) Await 
• Just like the mustard seed takes time to grow, growth takes time––you must be patient like 

God is patient.

• God’s not in a rush like us. He builds slowly. He took around four thousand years to send 

his Messiah, Jesus Christ. 




• He’s been building his church for about two thousand years. And we know he’s not 
finished because Jesus has not yet returned.


• Let’s be patient and go at God’s pace.

• God’s pace is slow, and yet at times swift like the day of Pentecost.


• Yet, as we await his growth and wait on him, the mustard seed grows. This seed will soon 
be the biggest plant in the garden.


• “Growth takes time––you must be patient like I am patient.” (11 Oct 2019, Journal - God’s 
voice to my heart)


• Patience in the Hebrew is a picture of God with a long nose, taking deep breaths. He is 
slow to anger (cf. Exodus 34:6).


• Growth comes through struggle. The seed has to fight against gravity and hardship to 
survive and thrive.  

• Here’s the good news: the DNA is in the seed. The DNA is the code for the plants character 
and destiny. And our DNA is the nature and character of Christ. 
• The more that comes against us, the more opportunity for Christ’s DNA to manifest 

through us.

• “DNA is the hereditary or genetic material, present in all cells, that carries information for the 

structure and function of living things” (lifeofplant.blogspot.com)


3) Steward 
• “Steward my Kingdom and presence. The power is in my Kingdom. Let me reign; let me be 

head. The Kingdom starts small and invisibly. Everything visible comes out of the small, 
humble and unseen. Prayer, worship and my Word is the gateway of my Kingdom. This is your 
principal ministry.” (11 Oct 2019, Journal - God’s voice to my heart)


• We are stewards of God’s presence.

• Our chief goal in this church, in this house of God, is to host God’s presence––to welcome 

him and wait on him. Our chief goal is to bring God glory and give him a sweet smelling 
sacrifice.


4) Serve 
• “Servanthood is the nature of my Kingdom. As you serve, my nature is revealed on earth.”

• Our call is to serve God and also serve Jesus to people. 

• In everything we do, the goal is that Jesus is ministering through us to others. Whether it’s 

setting up a table, teaching the children, welcoming visitors, praying, worshipping, 
evangelising or whatever our hands do––we are here to serve Jesus to people. We are here to 
serve Jesus’ love, joy and peace to one another and the world around us. 


• Serving is only possible through the continual power and renewal of the Holy Spirit.


Now, you may not have realised, but through this message we’ve spelt a word––BASS––Build, 
Await, Steward, Serve. 


The message to us today is ‘Turn Up the Bass!’ We are called to be God’s base and we are 
being encouraged to turn up the BASS. 


Bass is something you feel and hear––it is the foundation. Let everyone we meet feel and hear 
the BASSS––that is Christ’s power and presence––coming through our lives. Let the bass be 
heavy and strong. 


Conclusion: Let’s celebrate 20 years of God’s goodness and love to us.


http://lifeofplant.blogspot.com

